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Dear Gaesdonckers 

Following the lengthy previous parents' letter, this weekend's edition is comparatively brief, but still 
contains some important information, particularly regarding the upcoming consultation afternoon on 
20 March 2026. 

However, we would like to begin with a brief review of three noteworthy events that took place over the 
past two weeks:  

 
Studium Generale with former Federal Minister Christian Schmidt 

In his winter lecture on Thursday last week, former Federal 
Minister Christian Schmidt took his audience on a journey to the 
Western Balkans and placed the situation there in its historical con-
text, but also discussed its current significance for peace in Europe 
and transatlantic relations.  

Admittedly, this was quite heavy going for some of the students, as 
this region of Europe is rarely discussed. The content of the lecture 
by the United Nations High Representative for Bosnia and Herze-
govina was also quite multi-layered and complex.  

The evening thus offered a "Studium Generale" in the best sense of 
the word, broadening horizons far beyond the daily news and the 
subject matter taught in class. 

 
 

Benefit concert LACHEN helfen e. V. 

The charity concert given by the Münster Air Force Band on Wednesday this week in aid of the 
LACHEN helfen e. V. association was also a great success. It marked a small anniversary and provided 
a link to the winter lecture given the previous week. It was the Balkan War in the 1990s and the 
unspeakable suffering that had befallen people in Europe for the first time since 1945 that led to the 
founding of the association in 1996 and, in the same year, to the first charity concert at Gaesdonck.  

A cooperation between the former Reichswaldkaserne in Goch (now the Kalkar-Uedem Bundeswehr 
base), the city of Goch and the Collegium Augustinianum Gaesdonck, which continues to this day.   
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A magnificent concert in front of a sold-out audience led to generous donations from the audience, 
enabling our students to collect a record amount of over € 7,000. A wonderful anniversary donation for 
a good cause. 

 

We were particularly proud of how our Lower Primary students acted as perfect hosts at both events. 
The students truly earned the well-filled tip jars. 

 



 

  

Saving lives together – campaign by the  
Bone Marrow Donor Centre (KMSZ) of Düsseldorf University Hospital 

We were also very proud of our Upper School students seeing theit commitment during an event jointly 
organised with the KMSZ of Düsseldorf University Hospital. After the students had dealt intensively with 
the topic of blood cancer and stem cell donation, many of them subsequently registered as potential 
stem cell donors. We were particularly pleased that some of our colleagues and parents also had 
themselves typed. We would like to thank everyone involved for their commitment and dedication. 
Perhaps this very campaign has laid the foundation for a second chance at life today. 

 

 
Consultation process for Upper School begins 

This weekend marks the start of the counselling process for Year 10 students entering Upper School 
next year. At Gaesdonck, we devote an exceptional amount of time to this process in order to find the 
best individual path to the Abitur for each student. We will also hold personal counselling sessions with 
your children in every case. 

If you have any individual counselling needs, please feel free to contact the year group leaders for the 
upcoming Upper Secondary, Mr Behet and Ms Heistrüvers, or our Upper School coordinator, Dr Kattelans. 

Parents of Year 10 students or those transferring to Year 10 in the next school year should have received 
an e-mail with further information by now. If this is not the case, please check the contact details we 
have on file and contact Ms Heistrüvers (heistruevers@gaesdonck.de ).  

Mr Behet, Ms Heistrüvers and Dr Kattelans look forward to accompanying your children on their journey 
to the Abitur. 

 

 

AOK events for parents on media use 

Under the motto "Sometimes a superhero, sometimes a villain", AOK 
Rheinland is offering several information events for parents of 
children and teenagers, which we are happy to recommend here. 

Further information can be found in the leaflets attached. 

 

 

mailto:heistruevers@gaesdonck.de


 

  

Appointment bookings for the consultation day 

As usual, you can easily book your appointments online for the upcoming consultation afternoon on 
Friday, 20 March 2026. Please use the following  

 

  
     link  

  

 
Bookings are now open.  

As always, any waiting times can be easily bridged: our scouts will once again be offering their legendary 
delicious waffles, sandwiches and drinks.  

 

 

We wish you and your families a pleasant weekend. We look forward to welcoming many of you here on 
campus for the consultation afternoon. 

 

Dr Markus Oberdörster      Sabine Schleede-Schmalz  Michael Gysbers 
Director       Headmistress   Boarding School Director 

 

https://outlook.office365.com/book/GaesdonckerBeratungstage@gaesdonck.de/
https://outlook.office365.com/book/GaesdonckerBeratungstage@gaesdonck.de/


Ihr Kind will  
ein Smartphone.  
Und Sie wollen 
Sicherheit.
Wann ist der richtige Zeitpunkt für das 
erste Smartphone? Und wie können Sie 
als Eltern Ihr Kind dabei gut begleiten? 
Wir haben Antworten.  

AOK Rheinland/Hamburg. Die Gesundheitskasse.

Veranstaltung  
für Eltern von 

Kindern zwischen 
6 und 12 Jahren



Mal Superheld, mal  
Bösewicht. Eltern als  
Vorbilder beim ersten 
Smartphone.

In dieser 120-minütigen Veranstaltung erhalten 
Eltern von Kindern im Alter von 6 bis 12 Jahren 
verständliche Informationen zur altersgerechten 
Mediennutzung. 

Gemeinsam mit einer Expertin geht es um 
Chancen, Risiken, Regeln und Sicherheit.  
Neben kurzen Inputs gibt es viel Raum für  
Fragen, Austausch und eigene Erfahrungen.

Finden Sie jetzt  
einen Termin in Ihrer 
Nähe und sichern  
Sie sich Ihren Platz. 
aok.de/rh/superheld1

https://familie.vigo.de/veranstaltungen/mediennutzung.html?cid=aok;9;10;Familienkampagne_2026;8;29;;;;;;;;;;;ADHS_Mediennutzung_Grundschule;;;;;;;;2#c34718


Ihr Kind ist  
online unterwegs.  
Und Sie haben  
Fragen.
Was erleben Jugendliche in Social Media? 
Und wie können Sie als Eltern Ihr Kind 
in dieser Welt gut begleiten? Wir haben 
Antworten.

AOK Rheinland/Hamburg. Die Gesundheitskasse.

Veranstaltung  
für Eltern von 

Kindern zwischen 
10 und 16 Jahren



Finden Sie jetzt  
einen Termin in Ihrer 
Nähe und sichern  
Sie sich Ihren Platz.  
aok.de/rh/superheld2

Mal Superheld, mal  
Bösewicht. Eltern als  
Verbündete im digitalen 
Universum.

Soziale Medien, Chats und Online-Spiele gehören 
für Teenager zum Alltag. Doch wie sicher bewegen 
sich Heranwachsende im Netz? 

In dieser 120-minütigen Veranstaltung erfahren 
Eltern, welche Herausforderungen und Risiken 
es gibt und wie der Spagat zwischen Schutz und 
Privatsphäre des Kindes gelingen kann. 

Eine Expertin gibt praxisnahe Einblicke und 
konkrete Tipps zu Cybermobbing, Hatespeech und 
Co. Gleichzeitig bleibt viel Zeit für Fragen, Diskus-
sionen und den Austausch eigener Erfahrungen.

https://familie.vigo.de/veranstaltungen/mediennutzung.html?cid=aok;9;10;Familienkampagne_2026;8;29;;;;;;;;;;;ADHS_Mediennutzung_Teenies;;;;;;;;2#c34717
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